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Pentagon Still Strong on Snooping 


/ By Jack Anderson 

Despite all those solemn as- 
mrancea that the military 
brass would halt their domes- 
tic political surveillance, the 
Pentagon continues to receive 
iaily reports from the FBI on 
political activity by militant 
jtudents and blacks. 

The confidential reports, en- 
titled “Racial Developments 
ind Disturbances” and 
'Student Unrest and Agita- 
tion,” are sent on a special tel- 
etype linking the FBI with the 
Pentagon, White House, Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency and 
National Security Agency. 

At the Pentagon, the reports 
are distributed to a number of 
high-level officials. Even Adm. 
Thomas Moorer, the Joint 
Chiefs chairman, had been re- 
ceiving the FBI reports until 
this month. Moorer and his 
predecessor, Gen. Earle 
Wheeler, had been on the dis- 
tribution list since May 15, 
1968. 

But the uproar over military 
snooping into domestic politi- 
cal affairs became so loud 
that Moorer took himself off 
the list a few days ago. Copies 
are still widely circulated 
throughout the Pentagon, 
however, in case Moorer 
should want to bone up on stu- 
dent and black activities on 
the sly. 

Moorer has also been manip- 
ulating military strings to cir- 
cumvent Defense Secretary 
Mel Laird’s efforts to tighten 


civilian control over military 
snooping. On Dec. 23, Laird di- 
rected that the Defense Intel- 
ligence Agency should report 
directly to him rather than to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Behind Laird’s back, Moorer 
sent word to the duty officers 
in the DIA’s communications 
center to keep a vigilant 
watch to make sure no sensi- 
tive messages intended for the 
Joint Chiefs fell into Laird’s 
hands. For military command- 
ers had been using the DIA’fe 
communications channels to 
send messages that they didn’t 
want their civilian bosses to 
read. 

As an extra precaution, 
Moorer also ordered that 
these messages, marked for 
the “eyes only” of the Joint 
Chiefs, should be routed to 
the Pentagon through the Na- 
tional Military Command Cen- 
ter, a separate operational com- 
munications center that would 
remain under the Joint Chiefs’ 
control. 

Having taken all these steps 
without Laird’s knowledge, 
Moorer then began lobbying 
with the Secretary to reverse 
his order and leave DIA un- 
der military control. Laird has 
now agreed, and the DIA is se- 
curely in Moorer’s hands 
again. 

Pantyhose Problems 

Michigan's gentlemanly Sen. 
Phil Hart, who blushes easier 
than anyone else in the Sen- 


ate, has been asked by scores 
of indignant ladies to do some- 
thing about their underwear. 

They have complained bib 
terly about the cost and quali- 
ty of pantyhose. Joining In 
the protest, Congresswoman 
Leonor Sullivan (D.-Mo.), has 
charged that pantyhose are 
mis-advertised, mis-merchan- 
dlsed and misfits. 

Hart ordered the staff of his 
Senate Antitrust Subcommit- 
tee to Investigate. Here's what 
they have found: 

The pantyhose revolution 
has produced the biggest 
clothing boom since the 
bloomer. Women have been 
buying the sheer, skin-hugging 
undergarments by the mil- 
lions, paying up to $4 a pair. 

In the beginning, Japanese 
“fit all” pantyhose flooded the 
lingerie counters. They may 
have fit all Japanese, but they 
were often three inches short 
for long-stemmed American 
beauties Then came the Ger- 
man imports. Too big in the 
calf. 

American mills hastily 
turned out more than 200 sizes 
and shapes, which left the la- 
dles at a loss to find the right 
fit Now the industry has fi- 
nally gotten together upon 
uniform sizes, more or less. 

But still, the ladies are 
plagued with pantyhose prob- 
lems. For instance, “no-run” 
hose may not run, as the ad- 
vertisements promise, but 
they often develop holes. 
These are caused by hidden 


flaws, not rough hands as the 
housewives may think. 

Hart’s Findings 

Increasingly, marginal-qual- 
ity hose is sold as top-quality 
hose, and “seconds” are 
passed off as "perfects.” 
Hart’s sleuths found that a big 
mill may turn out 120,000 
pairs of hose at a time. A big 
chain, such as Sears, often 
may buy the best 100,000. 

The remaining 20,000 — some 
good, some bad— are sold to 
jobbers or brokers who then 
resell them to packagers. 
These pantyhose, though of 
dubious quality, will be sold 
under the same label at dis- 
count prices. 

But the Senate’s perfect 
gentleman can’t bring himself 
to holding public hearings on 
pantyhose. Instead, he has 
asked the Federal Trade Com- 
mission to crack down on the 
unfair pantyhose practices. 

We reached Sam Berry, 
president of the National Ho- 
siery Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, which represents 90 per 
cent of the 200-plus American 
mills. The harassed Berry said 
the industry is doing its best 
to police itself. 

But the last word comes 
from Congresswoman Sullivan 
who would like to know why 
men, who can make space 
suits for themselves to walk 
on the moon, cant produce a 
pair of pantyhose guaranteed 
to last out a day in the office. 
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